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Monroe E. Price is Director of the University of Pennsylvania’s Center for Global Communication Studies (CGCS) at the Annenberg School for Communication, University of Pennsylvania and Joseph and Sadie Danciger Professor of Law at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, Yeshiva University.

As Director of the Center for Global Communication Studies, Price works with a wide transnational network of regulators, scholars and practitioners in Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia as well as in the United States.  Under his direction, the Center is engaged in public opinion research in Sudan; provides technical assistance in Jordan and Thailand; encourages the intelligent development of media policies in a wide variety of settings, including Thailand and Somaliland; and fosters the development of media and communications scholarship and its link to the policy-making community.  

Price’s research interests span international regulation of the media, public service broadcasting, media and democratization, media and conflict, and media and development. He has written on media and diversity in the United States and international contexts, including its implications for public service broadcasting in transition and its role in conflict environments, and has consulted on projects for the World Bank Institute, DfID, USAID, the Hewlett Foundation (on Freedom of Information), and the Rockefeller Foundation among others. His recent publications include Owning the Olympics: Narratives of the New China (University of Michigan Press, 2008, edited with Daniel Dayan) and Media and Sovereignty: The Global Information Revolution and its Challenge to State Power (MIT, 2002).

Email: Monroe.price@gmail.com
Marwan M. Kraidy writes about global communication and the media-politics-culture nexus in the Middle East. He is Associate Professor of Communication at the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of Pennsylvania. Kraidy has published Global Media Studies: Ethnographic Perspectives (Routledge, 2003) and Hybridity, or, The Cultural Logic of Globalization (Temple University Press, 2005). His work appears in Critical Studies in Media Communication, Communication Theory, Arab Media and Society, First Monday, Transnational Broadcasting Studies, International Journal of Communication, International Journal of Middle East Studies, Middle East Journal of Culture and Communication, Journal of Communication, and Television and New Media. Forthcoming books include Reality Television and Arab Politics: Contention in Public Life (Cambridge University Press, 2009) and Arab Television Industries (British Film Institute, 2009).

Email: Mkraidy@asc.upenn.edu
Ibrahim Al-Marashi is Associate Dean of International Relations and Assistant Professor of Communication History and Politics at the IE School of Communication, IE University in Spain.


He received his PhD in History from St. Antonys College/Oxford University (U.K), and an M.A. in Arab Studies from Georgetown University (U.S.).

Email:  ibrahim.almarashi@ie.edu
Dr. Yahya R. Kamalipour is professor of mass and international communication, head of the Department of Communication and Creative Arts, and Director of the Center for Global Studies, Purdue University Calumet, Indiana.  His areas of interest and research include globalization, media impact, international communication, advertising, cultural diversity, stereotyping, Middle East media, and new communication technologies.  He has a dozen published books, including The Media Globe: Trends in International Mass Media (2007) and Global Communication, 2nd edition (2006).  In addition to serving on the advisory and editorial boards of several prominent communication journals and professional organizations, Kamalipour is the founder and managing editor of Global Media Journal, co-founder and co-editor of Journal of Globalization for the Common Good, and founder of the Global Communication Association.  He earned his Ph.D. degree in Communication at the University of Missouri-Columbia and has been at Purdue University Calumet since 1986.  For additional information, visit www.kamalipour.com.
Email: kamaliyr@calumet.purdue.edu
Annabelle Sreberny is Director of the Centre for Media and Film Studies at SOAS, University of London and holds its first chair in Global Media and Communications.

She was elected President of IAMCR (www.iamcr.org) in July 2008.

Her interests include theories of globalization, particularly in relation to gender issues and the changing configurations of the public and private. I have focused on media and processes of socio-political change and democratization in the South, with particular emphasis on the Middle East and Iran.
Email: as98@soas.ac.uk
Vit Sisler is currently a Fulbright visiting scholar at the Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies at Northwestern University in Chicago.Vit Sisler graduated at Charles University in Prague where he is also engaged in a compound research project on Islam, the Middle East and digital media. His research deals with the normative frameworks in cyberspace, new media in the Middle East and the topic of educational and political video games. 
Email: vsisler@gmail.com

Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet received her B.A. from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she was a Morehead Scholar. She completed her M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. in history at Yale University. Her book, Frontier Fictions: Shaping the Iranian Nation, 1804-1946 (Princeton University Press, 1999) discusses Iranian nationalism and analyzes the significance of land and border disputes, with attention to Iran 's shared boundaries with the Ottoman Empire (later Iraq and Turkey), Central Asia, Afghanistan, and the Persian Gulf region. Her book is being translated into Persian by Kitabsara Press, Tehran, Iran.

Professor Kashani-Sabet teaches courses on various aspects of modern Middle Eastern history, including ethnic and political conflicts, gender and women's issues, popular culture, diplomatic history, revolutionary ideologies, and general surveys. She is finishing a book entitled, Conceiving Citizens: Women, Sexuality, and Religion in Modern Iran. She is also completing a book on America 's historical relationship with Iran and the Islamic world.
Email: fks@history.upenn.edu
Gholam Khiabany teaches in the Department of Applied Social Sciences, London Metropolitan University. His research interests centre on media and social change and the relationship between communication, development and democracy with particular reference to Iran.  
Email: g.khiabany@londonmet.ac.uk
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Email: M.T.Hanska-Ahy@lse.ac.uk

Mehdi Semati is Associate Professor at Eastern Illinois University. His research interests include Iranian media and culture, international communication, and cultural politics of global media. His writings have appeared as book chapters and as articles in various scholarly journals. His edited books in English include Media, Culture and Society in Iran: Living with Globalization and the Islamic State (Routledge 2008), New Frontiers in International Communication Theory (Rowman & Littlefield, 2004). His work in Persian includes The Age of CNN and Hollywood: National Interest, Transnational Communication (Nashr-e Nay, Tehran, 2007). His current research addresses Iranian popular culture and religion, and culture and technology in Iran.

Email: msemati@eiu.edu

Mahmood Enayat is a doctoral student at the Oxford Internet Institute.

Mahmood holds a Masters degree in Analysis, Design and Implementation of Information Systems from the London School of Economics (2006) as well as a BSc in Computer Science with Management from King's College London (2005).

Mahmood's academic work centers on state censorship and control of the Internet, online political discourse and collective action in Persian cyberspace.

Previously Mahmood was working as an online producer with the BBC World Service (Persian Service). He is now working as a Training Manager for the Iran Project at the BBC World Service Trust, where he is responsible for the Trust's journalism training project in Iran.

Email: mahmood.enayat@oii.ox.ac.uk
John Kelly is the founder and lead scientist of Morningside Analytics, and an Affiliate at the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University. His research blends Social Network Analysis, content analysis, and statistics to solve the problem of making complex online networks visible and understandable. John has an M.Phil. from Columbia University (Ph.D. pending), and has studied communications at Stanford and at Oxford’s Internet Institute.

Email: john@morningside-analytics.com
Babak Rahimi is Assistant Professor of Iranian and Islamic Studies, Department of Literature, Program for the Study of Religion, University of California, San Diego.  He earned his BA at UCSD, received a Ph.D from the European University Institute, Florence, Italy, in October 2004. Rahimi has also studied at the University of Nottingham, where he obtained a M.A. in Ancient and Medieval Philosophy, and London School of Economics and Political Science, where he was a Visiting Fellow at the Department of Anthropology, 2000-2001. Rahimi has written numerous articles on culture, religion and politics and regularly writes on contemporary Iraqi and Iranian politics. He has been the recipient of fellowships from the national endowment for the Humanities and Jean Monnet Fellowship at the European University Institute, and was a Senior Fellow at the United States Institute of Peace, Washington DC, where he conducted research on the institutional contribution of Shi’i political organizations in the creation of a vibrant civil society in post-Baathist Iraq. Rahimi’s current research project is on the religious cultural life of the Iranian port-city of Busher, southern Iran.
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